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A late writer in the London Monthly Magazine, in expa- 
tiating on the unreafonable difpofition of the fair fex, brings 
forward, asa proof of the authenticity of his remarks, the 
following Letter of Lady Comrton to her hufband, which 
is now preferved in the Britifh Mufeum, as a currafity. | 





‘wry SWEET LIFE, 


66 N 

OW I have declared to you my mind for the fettling 
of your ftate, I fuppofed that it were beft for me to bethink 
and confider within myfelf, what allowance were meeteft 
for me: for‘confidering what care I ever had of your eftate, 
-and how refpetfully I dealt with thofe which both by the 
laws of God, of nature, and civil policy, wit, religion, go- | 
‘vernment, and honefty, you, my dear, is bound to; 1 pray 
and befeech you to grant to me, your moft kind and loving 
wife, the fum of 2600l, quarterly to be paid, Alfo I would, 
‘befides that allowance, have 6ool. quarterly to be paid, ‘for 
the performance of charitable WOrS: and thofe things | 
WOULD NOT, ‘neither writ Bry accountable for, Alfo 1. 
WILL HAVE three horfes for my own faddle, that none fhall 
dare to lend or‘borrow: none lend but J, none borrow but‘ 
"you. Alio I would have two gentlewomen, left one fhould 
be fick, or have fome other let. -Alfo, ‘believe it, it is an 
‘undecent thing for a gentlewoman to ftand mumping alone, 
when God hath bleffed ‘their lord and lady with a great 
eftate. Alfo, when I ride a-hunting, or a hawking, or tra- 
vel from one houfe to-enother, I will have them attending ; 
fo, for either of thofe faid women, I must anD WILL 





HAVE for either of thema horfe. Alfo I wiil have fix or 
| 
{ 


lined with velvet to myfelf, with four very fair horfes; | 


eight gentlemen; and 1 wiil have my two coaches, one 


and a coach for my women, lined with cloth, and laced with | 
gold ; the other with {carlet, and laced with filver, with | 
four good horfes. Alfo I will have two coachmen, one for | 
my own ceach, the other for my women, Alfo at any time | 
when I travel, I will be allowed not only carroches, and | 


{pare horfes for me and my women, but 1 will have fuch 4 
carriages as fhall be fitting for ali, orderly, not peftering my | 
things with my women’s; nor their’s with either chamber- | 





anaid’s.; nor their’s with wafh-maids. AMo for laundrefles, jf 





when I travel, I will have them fent away before with the 


‘carriages, to fee all fafe. And the chambermaids I will have 
go before, that the chamber may be ready, {weet, and clean. 


Alfo for that it is undecent to crowd up mylelf with my 
gentleman ufher in my coach, I will have him to have a 
convenient horfe to attend me, either in city or ‘country. 
And I muft have two footmen, And my defire is, that 
you defray all the charges for me. And for myfelf, befides 
my yearly atlowance, I would have twenty gowns of appa- 
rel, fix of them excellent good ones, eight ‘of them for the 


‘country, and fix other of them very excellent good ones. 


Alfo I would have to put in my purfe 2000, and gool. and 
fo you to PAY My DEBTs. “AHo I would have 6oool, to 
buy me jewels, and 4oool. to buy me a pearl chain. Now, 
feeing I have been, and am, fo REASONABLE unto you,’ I 
pray you do find my children apparel, and fchooling, and 
all my fervants, men and women, their wages, Alfo, 1 will 
have all my houfes furnifhed, and my lodging chambers to 


be fuited with all fuch furniture as is fit; as beds, ftools, 


chairs, fuitable cufhions, carpets, filver warming-pans, cup- 
boards of plate, fair hangings, and fuch like, So for my 
drawing chamber in all houfes, 1 will have them delicately 
furnifhed, both with hangings, couch, canopy, glafs, carpet, 
chairs, cufhions, and all things thereunto belonging. Alfo 
my defire is, that you would pay your pewrs, build up 
Afhby-houfe, and purchafe lands, and lend no money, as 
you love God, to the Lord-Chamberlain, who ‘would have 
all, perhaps your life, from you. Remember his fon, my 
lord Walden, what entertainment he gave mie, when you 
were at Tilt-yard. If you were dead, he faid, he would be 
a hufband, a father, a brother, and faid he would marry me. 
I proteft, I grieve to fee the poor man have fo little wit 
and honefty to ufe his friends fo vilely. Alfo he fed me 
with untruths concerning the Charter-houle, but that is 
the leaft ; he wifhed me much harm, you know how. God 
keep you afd me from him, and any fuch ashe is. So now 
that I have declared to you what 1 would have, and what 
it is that I would not have, I pray, when you be an earl, to 
allow me zoool, more than now I defire, and double at- 
tendance. 
* Your loving wife, “ Eceza Comrron.” 
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FOURTH WANDERING. 


I HERE are few fubjeéts which deferve a clofer invefti- 
gation of the legiflation of the legiflative power, and which 
is more negle&ed, than the exceffive cruelty that is exercifed 
in this metropolis over unhappy, and devoted animals, As 
they. have no law to prote& them, they are doubly entitled 
tothe attention of Humanity, It is {carcely poffible to walk 
through the city (London) without having one’s feelings 
tortured by the abandoned race of butcher’s boys, and dyo- 
vers. I could mention many, I might fay daily inftance 
of what I have been patnfully compelled to witnefs, when- 
ever I was led into that partof the town, One only I will 
mention, which ftrongly evinces philanthropy on one hand, 
end infamy on the other. 

Thefe contrafted pra€tices belonging to the fame clafs of 


people, the loweft order of the vulgar, are convincing 


roofs, that Education has lefs to do with the formation of | 
P ’ 
than Nature. : 
while fhe forms it; and. 


aur ideas, and the realization of our aétions, 
She governs the human fyftem, 
however villainy may be glofled over by the f{pecious arts 


of accomplithed deception in {plendid. life, or worth may | 


lie concealed under the thick fhade of retirement, the in- 
nate fentiment ftill * grows with our growth,” and etfec- 
tually fteers us throughout the courfe of our exiftence. 

It is not three weeks fince I was going up Snow-hill, 
and was met by a numbers of fheep, followed by one of thefe 
hm ps of the Devil that I have mentioned. As I was ftand- 
ing by, to lqt them pals, I was {truck by the voice ofan old 
woman, whofe ** tatered garment fpoke variety of wietch- 
ednefs,” and who, (to continue the fimile) was exatly 
what Fancy piétures Otway’s witch to have been. She was 
mourning over one of thefe wretched animals, who had funk 
on its knees, exhaufted by ill-ufage and fatigue, Onc horn 
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| to his ungrateful.mafter, is now denied by him even that: 


little that would make his old age comfortable. Houlelefs, 
and hungry, he fmarts under the galling whip, and is not 
allowed that reft which God has equally ordained. for man 
and brute. Mr, Dibdin’s juftly celebrated fong of The 
Race-Horfe, is more de{criptive than I can be of the horrid 
barbarities pra&tifed againft this moft ufeful creature ; and 





which is, both in ftrength and generofity, fuperior to his 


| maffers. 


There are. many licenfed abufes; and I will confine my- 
felf to one more only. It is an effential one, and ought to 
be remedied. I mean, refpe&ting Servants. 
people is partieularly happy in its- privileges, Phe Soldier, 
and the Sailor, are {ure to meet with fevere corporal pu- 
nifhment, if, in the flighteft. inflanee, they difobey the 
commands of their fuperior; but fer the Seivant, there is 
no punifhment, unlefs caught in the very att of robbery: 
and even hes, much money, time, and uneafinefs, mult be 
the coft, before you can bring yourfelf publicly to expoig 
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was plucked out by the roots; its legs. were lacerated, and 
ftieaming with. blood, which iffued from the noftnils, while. ; 
the man (why am I forced to call him fo) was.employing all ; 
his ftrength in belabouring, with a thick fick, its agonized 
fides!—The old woman was remonftrating, with. all the 
eloquence of genuine humanity. It wasa foreign language | 
to a wretch of this defcription, and he anfwered her in his | 
own; while 1 walked on; unable to bear -the fight before 
me, or to attend to the linpious execiations of the infernal 
caufe, of it. 

How continually do we behold the newly-expired car- 
cale of the generous Horfe, that has at laft furrendered to 
toils beyond his ftrength! The horfe, which has been | 
pioucly contended for, 





and brought a little mine of wealth 





them. 

How continually it happens, that exorbitant’ wages 
due to thefe people, which it is not immediately convenient 
for the mafter, or-miftreis, to difcharge. In that cafe, the 
fervant, well acquainted with the circumitance, becomes 
infolent, or, at belt, regardlefs; and if you find fault with 
them, they afk you, why you do not pay, and difcharge 
them ? while they are well convinced, that if you did pay, 
and difcharge them, they muff cither adopt another mode of 
conduét; or-be reduced to beggary.. 
fats too common vy tina out life, yet fill, for the honour 
of humanity, fome 
neral, this ‘ciand 4 may be drawn. from contrafting charac- 
ters. of the fame deicription in different, though fimilar 
fituations, and proves one important faét, that in all lituations, 
where vulgar minds can have a alcendancy, or pre-emi- 
nence, tyranny will ever be the refult of their condu€; 
whether in the Drover or the Domeltic. 

The Courtezan, who, fiom dirt and daikne/is, emerges, by 
fortuitous circumftances, to gaudy fplendor, and unialted 
affluence ; or the low-bresl mechanic, who, by carping care, 
and affiduous induftry, in taking the 
of thofe with whom he has acquai ntance, oF connection, 


But though thefe are 


xceptions are to be found, but, in ge. 


e-advantage of the eiiah 


rifes. inte opulence, the vulgar mind will alw ays appear iit 
their condu@ and behaviour, A haughty ove 
meanor will always mark their manner to thofie who: may 


rbear ing dew 


have the misfortune to. be under thair power, td Incons - 


from under their moft 
elegance Ba refine- 


fiftent meannels will ever appear, 
fumptuous trappings, when att tempting ¢ 
ment—but.why it fhould be fo is neither unnatural or wone 
derful—for the truth is, that confcious of ‘their own innate 
meanne!s, and incapacity to fuftain the charatter they woul 

with to aflume, they conceive that all who have knowa 
them, or do know them,. entertain the fame contemptible 
ideas of them as they do of themlelycs, and hence conclude 
it neceflary, in fupport of that dignity to whica they afpire, 
or afflume, to treat thofe around them with hauteur and ty- 
ranny, to imprefs on their minds.a conflant praflcs of the. 


This clafs of | 


















fubmiffion and obedience they with to exa&. It were well 
if the indigent, who may attain to affluence, or the menial 
fervant, who may arife to fuperiority of fituation in ‘dife, 
avould recolle& that greatnefs of foul, and elevation of fen- 
timent, are equally fhown, though not fo efficacioufly prov- 
ed, in want as in wealth; in being commanded as in com- 
manding. 

Oftenfible fituations to fuch as are incapable of filling 
them, only difplay the imperfeQions of the poffeffor in a 
more prominent point of view; and it were well alfo, if 
thofe whom Nature made in hafty moments, and in its 
coarfeft moulds, whom Reafon never regenerated, nor Edu- 
cation ever refined—whofle idess never have, and perhaps 
never can be enlarged, and whofe fentiments, if ever fen- 
timents arofe in the breaft of fuch perfons, were only con- 
ducive to encourage them in the purfuit of their grovelling 
defigns, and barbarous and unrefined opinions, would feek 
the coverture of the fhade, rather than expofe their fantaftic 
enormities, and prepofterous ignorance and inability in the 
funfhine. 

FIFTH WANDERING. 

IT has been faid, and more than that it is generally be- 
lieved, that happinefs is not to be found on earth, I deny 
it, For although I have never been allowed even to tafle 
it in domeftic life (with which the world is too well ac- 
quainted to doubt my veracity) yet I have obferved almoft 
daily inftances of what I call happinefs; and which, if not 
admitted to be fuch by thofe in the enjoyment of it, fully 
demonftrates a wilful incapacity to know its value, and in- 
gratitude to that Being who, for his own wile purpofes, be- 
itows or takes it away. 

There are two conditions of life from which only I con- 
ceive happinefs to be naturally excluded ; and by thefe I 
mean the extremes of affluence and penury. he man who 
abounds in wealth cannot be happy. Flis foul, if naturally 
great, is confined within the narrow precinés of cuftom and 
education, and has no room to expand itfelf. Few of thefe 
have courage, if they do not want inclination, to pry into 
the diftreffes of their fellow-creatures; and they dread the 
effe& of prejudice, as they would dread the effe& of 
treafon. I am forry to fpeak from my own obfervation, 
when I declare, that throughout this wealthy metro- 
polis, (London) I have never yet found cne man, rich in 
the gifts of fortune, who had {pirit enough to difdain the 
tinfel fhew that furrounded him, and confecrate his time 
and his money to thofe whom he feemed fent into the world 
to gladden and relieve. One only inftance have I heard of 
it inthe female world; and to her virtues, more than to her 
rank, may the honcft tribute of applaufe, not the flattering 
voice of adulation, be given: I mean the Dowager Countefs 
S , where virtue unites itfelf to talents, and both com- 
bine to render her on whom they are beftowed ineftimable. 
What heart can refrain from offering up thanks to its Crea- 
tor, who now and then condefcends, as in Aer, to fhew a 
well-drawn pi€ture of himfelf ? While fhe lives, her nu- 
merous charities cannot be forgotten; and when that God 
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her, ftill fhall her name remain immortalized, while grati- 
tude holds a place in the hearts of the many indigent her 
bounties have deigned to relieve! 

But to proceed to my ideas of happinefs;—I fay ideas, 
becaufe I have only drawn a fketch of it from what I have 
feen, and from ‘* The Wenderings of my Imagination.’’ Can 
I picture to myfelf a greater felicity than a happy indepen- 
dent family 1 once faw in Yorkfhire? They were’ many 
in number, yet one foul feemed to animate all. The eld 
| farmer, who had no more than he wifhed for, nor wifhed 
for more than he poffeffed, was one of thofe jovial, honeft, 
well-meaning men, whofe knowledge of the world extended 
not beyond the limits of his own farm, His family con- 
fifted of an old widowed fifter, whom he fupported, his 
wife, three daughters, and a fon, who imitating his fire in 
induftrious labour and attention to the peaceful and ufeful 
arts of agriculture, was requited by that tranquillity of mind 
which is ever the refult of a good difpofition, 

Nature had by no means {lighted the daughters in the fore 
mation of their outward graces; but had, on the contrary, 
given convincing proofs that thofe requifites neceflary to 
engage the eye, and intereft the heart of every beholder, 
were to be met with in the unaffluming manners, and unaf- 
feéted benignity, which beamed in cach of their counte- 
nances, ‘Thefe ftrongly indicated that their minds was the 
foil where all the focial virtues, that diffufe happinefs alike 
to the poffeffor and thofe in conneétion with them, were to 
be found cultivated and fublimed ; endowments which re- 
quire more of the funfhine in life to fuftain or invigorate ; 
but bloffoming and ripening in the fhade, bid defiance to 
the canker of time, and the chilling damps of progreflive 
age. Their profpects in life bounded and unenlarged, gave 
increafe of pleafure and tranquillity, by their having fewer 
wants to fuflice, and fewer expe€tations to purfue ; for the 
lefs defire we have for the gratification of our paffions, the 
more our minds mutt be at eafe. The airy phantoms and 
deluding vifions raifed by the magic of Imagination, are 
more or lefs conjured up by awakened paffions roufed by 
variety of {cenes ftriking our different fenfes ; thofe once 
awakened, are foon allured ; and allurements once indulged, 
are feldom allayed, But why do I thus infenfibly wander ? 
Why am | deviating fo widely and wildly from my intended 
narration of ruftic felicity? Yes, I muftindulgeit. Vifions 
of earthly pleafure, whither are you fled? Oh, focial de- 
lights, known only in domettic feclufion, and blooming only 
in fequeftered retirement, why am I forbid to enter your 
hallowed abodes ? I muft now only in fadnefs furvey what 
once I might have enjoyed, had the diftates of nature (in 
; me) been obeyed ; and inftead of being made the viétim of 
| fafhion, I fhould now be folacing myfelf with the ineftims- 
| ble pleafures of a tranquil mind, and the rational reflection 
| of enjoying all that is worth enjoyment in life, and confe- 
| quently fulfilling all the ends for which life was beftowed. 
But, ah! like thoufands more who have lived, and will live 
hereafter, and in fpite of all that Poets have fung, and Phi- 
_lofophers taught, we live not for ourlelves, but for others, 
(To be continued.) 
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whom fhe adores tranfplants her to a world more worthy of |} 
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No, VI. 











Stephen and you, are now both even, 
Stephen cheats you, and. you cheat Stephen. 
PARODY OF A NOTED EPICRAM, 


I, the highlands of Scotland, when a benighted traveller 
knocks at a cottage door, and is denied admittance by a fe- 
male voice, he never dreams of grumbling at the refulal, if 
the Caledonian dame fybjoin, in her country’s phrafe, that 
fhe is a done woman. Should fome carping critic look 
through my lattice, and cenfure me for famenefs of .fenti- 
ment, or barrennefs of fancy, I would reply, in an accent 
of deprecation—Mr, Zojlus, Iam a done author. In the 
periodical publications of Great Britain, the papers are ufu- 
ally furnifhed by the members of a literary. fociety, who 
affemble at fome coffee-houfe or tavern, and club their ge- 
nius to amule the pubiic, as they club-their cafh to difcharge 
theirreckoning. Thole {peculations, which have improved, 
and have gladdened life, were rarely the fruit of a fingle 
brain, but the offspring of .wit in conjun@tion. The union 
of abilities is almoft. as effential to the perfe&tion of .a mil- 
cellany, as the union of fexes ta the formation of our be- 
ing. Both Genius and Dullnefs are prone to court alli- 
ances.—Beaumont and. Fletcher, compofed comedies in 
company ; and Sternhold, when he undertook. a tranflation 
of David’s pfalms, employed Hopkins to eke out his metre. 
Relying on his native ftrength, Dr. Johnfon compofed a 
feries of lucubrations himfelf; but who is endowed with 
the comprehenfive mind of the .author of. the Rambler ? 
Like a poor man loaded with a farde! of debt, common wri- 
ters are glad to borrow. Curfed occafionally with a penury 
of thought, and moft willing to pay my pudlic debt, I foli- 


cit a hint from one, a fentiment from another, and a fubje& | 


from a third, Con{cious of imbecility, I dread ftumbling 
in my folitary walk, and timidity warns me to Jean, fome- 
times on the ftaff. af quotation, and fometimes, to employ a 
guide, My acquaintance, Adage, who loves fentences short 
and pithy, like himfelf, and who has read with diligence, 
and who admires. with judgment, the prompTer, requelts 
me to compofe an effay in his laconic ftyle. No, I replied, 
he has exhaufted Franklini/ms, he has commented upon al-. 
moft every common faying in the popular mouth, Your 
reafons, Adage rejoined, are. like Gratiano’s in the Mer- 


chant of Venice; they are two grains of wheat, hid in two | 
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bufhels of chaff, yau fhall fearch all day ere you find them, | 


and when found, they are not worth the fearch. 
tafk to furnith a /udjedt, to take the pen and write quickly 
be thine, My neighbour Crifpin, quoth Adage, contracted 
Jaft week with a countryman for cheefe. It was damaged ; 


Crifpin gives fiye pence per lb, and promifes to pay in lea- 
ther. 1 thought he was over-reached ; but, when the cheefe- 
monger had departed, Crifpin laughingly cries, ‘ if his | 
cheefe is mouldy, my leather is unmerchantable, and two 
cheats make an even bargain,’ Asthe PROMPTER, continued 


Be it my , 


--z%- - 


A 
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Adage, never preached a fermon from that text, and as,~te. 
continue the allufion, the bifhop is flumbering in his fall, 
do you become his chaplain, and afcend the pulpit yourfelf, 

Refle&ing on my.friends advice, I quickly perceived that 
this even barggin was concluded by many. charaters befides 
profefional cheats. An old London magazine, which I read 


_ many. years ago, and which memory jolt handed me, offers 


the firft example. 

A brocaded Italian Count had an amour with Lady Ligs- 
nier, Every body bewailed the fate of her unhappy huf- 
band; but every body did not know that his wretchednefs. 
was alleviated in the aims of. a courtezan, _ Every body did 
not know, that thefe two right henourable cheats mace an 
even bargain. 

A clown folicits an attorney to profecute an obfolete claim 
again{t neighbour Clodpoie ; the limb of the law knows that 
the claim of -his client is as lame, as Ais hobbling juflice, he 
tells him neverthelefs that he will recover, and anticipates a 
heavy bill of coft. He does his dirty work, and.the plain- 
tiff. is nonfuited, who emigrates to Genefee, and forgets to 
pay the advocate his fees. Don’t fret, Mr, Greenbag, 
keep yourfelf cool, you have anciher caufe to argue, another 
falfe title to fet up, which will demand the calmnefs and in- 
trepidity of falfehood, Don’t damn your abicended client, 
The balance of deception was in equilibrio between you. 
Two cheats make an even bargains 

A f{pruce ftripling of fixteen, courts an old beldame of 
fixty. He thinks her rich, and hopes that her gold will 
enable him to buy at the female flefh market of beauty a 
more juicy rib,. She, relying on the bridegroom's vigour, 
dreams. of the comforts of matrimony, and forthwith pro- 
nounces—I obey, before the Parfon. But alas! the bride’s 
purfe is coinl-{s, and the fond bridegroom choofes to con- 
Jummaie ellewhere. I advife the hufband when. in confe- 
quence of his wife’s fortune, he keeps a coach, to -choofe 
for a motto, two cheats make an even bargain. 

Laft week,.I wrote at length, and like Dogberry, in 
Shakefpeare, beftowed all my tediout{nefs upon my readers» 
I will make atonement. The promprerR is laconic, and 
Adage hates prolixity, 





_—— 


SINGULAR CUSTOMS OF THE HINDQQS.. 


A\trnovex the Hindoos are.naturally the moft inof- 
fenfive of all mortals, yet does.their humanity confift more 
in abftaining from injurious, than in.the performance of be- 
neficent aétions.. There isa wonderful mildnefs in their 
manners, and alfo in their laws, which are influenced by 
their manners; by which the murder of an human creature, 
and of a cow, are the only. crimes that are punifhed by death. 
Yet with all this gentlenefs of difpofition, they are inferior 
to the boifterous Europeans, with all their vices, in the vir- 
tues of compaffion and generofity.. They. are wanting in. 
that tenderne(s whichis the moft amiable part of our nature, 
They are lefs affe&ted by the diftrefles. and dangers, and even. 
the accidental deaths .of one_another, thanany nation I know. 
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in the old or new world, Yet they love toexcefs: a proof, 
either of the inconftancy of the human chara@er ;. or that 
the amorous paflion is not derived from the nobleft part of 
our nature, 

This infenfibility. of the Hindoos to the diftreffes and 
dangers of their fellow-creatures, appears to me a wonder- 
ful phenomenon. Perhaps that defpotifm which has long 
been exerciled under the Mogul tyranny, by familiarifing 
the mind to fcenes ef death, has blunted a fenfe of its ter- 
rors. Perhaps. thofe ideas of predeftination and irrefiftible 
fate, which prevail in Afia, and in all defpotic govern- 
ments, prepares the mind for an acquiefcence in all events. 
An Englifh gentleman was ftanding by a native of Hindof- 
tan, when an enormous. and fierce tiger leaped from a 
thicket, and carried off a {creaming boy, the fon of one of 
his neighbours. The Englifhman exprefled Symptoms of 
the moft extreme horror, while the Hindoo remained un- 
moved, ‘ What,” faid the former, “are you unaffe&ed 
by fo dreadful a fcene ?”"—‘* The great God,”’ faid the other, 
** would have it. fo.’’—Whatever may be the caufe, it is cer- 
tain, that death is regarded with lefs horror in India than 
in any other country in the world, The originand the end 
of all things, fay. the philofophers of “India of the prefent 
time, isa vacuum, A ftate of repote is the ftate of greateft 
perfe€tion: and this is the ftate after which a wile man af- 
pires. It is better, fay the Hindoos, to fit than to walk, 
and to fleep than to wake ; but death is the beft cf al!. 


According to the Gentoo laws, criminals fentenced to 
death are not to be ftrangled, fuffocated, or poifoned, but 
to be cut off by the fword; becaufe, without.an effufion of 
blood, malefa€tors are fuppofed to die with all their fins 
about them; but the fhedding of their blood, it is thought, 
expiates their crimes, The unjuft punifhment of Nundco- 
mar, who was hanged on a gibbet againft the laws of his 
country, and even by an ex poft faéo Englifh law, was 
aggravated, by that circumftance of horror, that he died 
without an effufion of blood, 


The Hindoos are well acquainted with the nature of fim- 
ples, and apply them jadicioufly either in performing cures 
which require not amputation, or in effe€ting death by quick 
or flow poifons, They have been for ages in the practice of 
inoculating for the {mall-pox ; on which occafion, as well 
as on others, they have xecourle to the favourable mediation 
of charms, or f{pells. 

Although the practice of Hindoo women burning them- 
felves on the funeral piles of their hufbands, and embracing 
in the mean.time.their dead bodies in their arms, be not fo 
general now as it has formerly been, yet-does it ftill prevail 


among fome of the wives of men of high cafte or condi- | 


tion: and although this effort-of- frantic love; courage, and 
ambition, be deemed an.aggrandizement of: the family and 


relations ofboth hufband and.wife, but efpecially of the. 


wife’s, yet their friends and relations-conftantly endeavour 
to diffuade the women. wha. deciare their redolutions- of 
burning, from carrying them. into execution, Even the 
Brahmins do. not encourage this practice, . 


| 
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The caufes which infpire Hindoo women with this def- 
perate refolution, are, 1 imagine, the following : 

In the firft place ; as the wife has, from her earlieft in- 
fancy, been betrothed in marriage to her hufband, and from: 
that time has never been permitted to fee another man ; as 
fhe is inftru&ed to believe that he is perfeétly accomplifhed, 
and taught to re{pe€tand honour him; as, after confumma- 
tion, fhe is fhut up from the company, converfation, and 
even the fight of other men, with {till greater care, if pof- 
fible, than before, being now debarred from feeing even 
the father or elder brother of her hufband, the bonds of 
her affe€tion muft: needs be inconceivably fliong and indil- 
foluble, To-an European lady the zenana naturally appears » 
in the light of an horrible prifon: but the daughters of Afia~ 
never confider confinement. to the zenana as any hardfhip, . 
They confider it as a condition of their exiftence, and they 
enjoy all the happinefs of which they have any conception ; - 
their whole defires being concentcred and fixed on their huf- 


| band, their food, jewels, and female attendants. 


In the fecond place, if the wife furvive her hufband, fhe ° 
cannot marry again, and is treated as an inferior perfon, and» 
an outcaft from her family. Nay, fhe is obliged, in her: 
mournful and hopelefs widowhood, to perform all-the offi- - 


+ ces of a menial fe: vant. 


In the third place, fhe is flattered with the-idea of hav- 
ing. immortalized her name, and aggrandized her children, . 
and her own and hufbands families. . 

Laftly, fhe is rendered infenfible to the pains and horrors-: 
of what fhe is to fuffer, by thofe intoxicating perfumes and 
mixtures which are adminiftered to her after the has declared ‘ 
her final and unalterable refolution—I fay her final refolu- 
tion, becaufe one or two declarations, of an intention to die 
with her hufband,. is not fufficient. - 

The ftrength of. her refolution undergoes.a probation, . 
There is a certain time preferibed by the Gentoo law, dur- 
ing which her family and friends exert their utmoft influ. 
ence in order to difluade her from burning ; and if fhe per- 
fift in her refolution to the end:of that period, it is not:- 
lawful to ufe any more perluafions with her, to abandon it, . 
If the fhould alter her purpofe after that period, fhe would. 
be puntfhed with the. lols of all-caftes, and live in a ftate of 
the molt complete mifcry-and contempt. Nay, if an Euro. 
pean or Chriftian does but touch her very garment with bis » 
finger, when fhe is-going to the pile, an immediate ftop is 
put to. the ceremony,: fhe is forced to live an outcaft from .. 
her family, and.from the Gentoo religion. . 

You will doubtlefs, my friend, have curtofity to know, 
in what. manner, after all their-flimulatives to perfeverance, . 
the tender fex, among a foft and effeminate people, fuftains 
the near approach of:a {cene fo full of awe and horror, . 
Amidft.her weeping relations and friends, the voluntary 
vi&tim to love and honor alone appears ferene and undaunt- 
ed, A. gentle {mile is diffufed over her countenance: fhe 
walks upright, with aa eafy .but. firm ftep; talks to thofe : 
around her. of the. virtues of> the deceafed, and of the joy 
with which: fhe will be. tranfported when her fhade fhall 
meet with his; and. encourages her forrowful attendants to» 


,) } 
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bear with fortitude the fight of thofe momentary fufferings 
which fhe herfelf is going to feel.— Having afcended the 
funeral pile, fhe lays herfelf down by the body of her huf- 
band, which fhe fervently embraces. A dofe of narcotic 
mixtures is then adminiftered for the laft time; and in- 
ftantly the perfon, whofe office it is, fets fire to the pile. 

Thus the moft determined refolution of which we -can 
form any conception, is found in the weaker fex, and in 
the fott climes of Afia, It 1s to the honour of that fex and 
thofe climes, that the greateft courage they exhibit, is the 
effeét, not of the furious impulfes of rage and revenge, but 
con{cious dignity and love. 

It might naturally be imagined by an European, that the 
feveral wives of one man (for polygamy is general through- 
out all Afia) would regard one another with mutual jealoufy 
and averfion ; and that they in reality do, has been afferted 
by writers of high reputation, The faét however is quite 
otherwife: they vifit one another with great friendfhip and 
cordiality ; and if they are of the fame cafte, will occafion- 
ally eat together.—The hufband is reflrained from eating 
with his wives, either by a regard to cuftom; or, as I have 
been informed by fome of the Gentoos themfelves, by a 
precept of their religion, 

Notwithitanding the extreme antiquity of moft Indian 
nations, I am told that in India beyond the Ganges, on the 
confines of Aracan and Pegu, there is a people (if folitary 
favages roaming through woods in queft of prey, deferve 
the name of people) that appear to bein the very firft ftage 
of fociety. They are the only people in the known world 
that go abfolutely naked, without the {malleft covering on 
any part of their bodies. They live on fruit, which grows 
{pontancoufly, in the uncultivated deferts they inhabit, in 
great abundance; and on the flefh of animals, which they 
tear alive and devour, They fit on their hams, with their 
Jegs and arms difpofed in the manner of monkeys. At the 
approach of men, they fly into their woods. They take 
care of their offspring, and live in families, but feem to 
have no iceas of {ubordination of rank or civil government. 
1 have never had occafion to fee this race of mortals myfelf, 
but I have converfed with feveral perfons who have feen 
them; all of whom concur in the general account of them, 
which I have now given you, 


aes 


CHARACTER OF THE SWEDES, 


FROM THE LETTERS OF MRS, WOLLSTONECRAFT, 

way Swedes pique themfelves on their politencfs; but 
far from being the polifh of a cultivated mind, it confifts 
merely of tirefome forms and ceremonies, So far indeed 
from entering immediately into your chara&ter, and making 
you feel inftantly at your eafe, like the well-bred French, 
their over-séed civility is a continu:! reftraint on all your 
aQions. The fort of fuperiority which a fortune gives 
when there is no fuperiority of education, excepting what 
confifts in the obfervance of fenfelefs forms, has a contrary 
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ing the peafantry the politeft people of Sweden, who only 
aiming at pleafing you, never think of being admired for 
their behaviour, 

Their tables, like their compliments, feem equally a cari- 
cature of the French, The difhes are compofed, as well as 
| their’s, of a variety of mixtures to deftroy the native tafte 
of the food, without being as relifhing. Spices and fugar 
are put into every thing, even into the bread, and the 
only way that I can account for their partiality to high-fea- 
foned difhes, is the conftant ufe of falted provifions, Ne- 
ceflity obliges them to lay up a ftore of dried fith, and falted 
meat, for the winter; and in the fummer, frefh meat and 
fifth tafte infipid after them, To which may be added, the 
conftant ufe of f{pirits, “Every day, before dinner and fup- 
per, even whilft the difhes are cooling on the table, men 
and women repair to a fide-table, and, to obtain an appetite, 
eat bread and butter, cheefe, raw falmon, or anchovies, 
drinking a glafs of brandy. Salt fifh or meat then immedi- 
ately follows, to give a further whet tothe ftomach. As 
the dinner advances, pardon me for taking up a few mi- 
nutes to.defcribe what, alas! has detained me two or three 
hours on the ftretch obferving ; difh after difh is changed, 
in endlefs rotation, and handed round with folemn pace to 
each gueft: but fhould you happen not to like the firft difhes, 
which was often my cafe, it isa grofs breach of politenefs 
to afk for part of any other till its turn comes, 








THE POVERTY OF THE LEARNED. 


FROM CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE, 





ey mention thofe who left nothing behind them ta 
| fatisfy the undertaker, were an cndlefs tafk. 

Agrippa died in a workhoufe ; Cervantes is fuppofed to 
-have died with hunger ; Camoens was deprived of the ne- 
‘ ceffaries of life, and is believed to have died in the {treets, 
The great Taffo was reduced to fuch a dilemma, that he 
/ was obliged to borrow a crown from a friend, to fubfift 
|through the weck. He alludes to his diftrefs in a pretty 
| fonnet which he addreffzs to his cat, entreating her to afilt 
}him, during the night, with the luftre of her eyes, having 
'no candi!e by which he could fee to write his verfes! _ 

| The illuftrious Cardinal Bentivoglio, the ornament of 
‘Italy and of literature, Janguifhed, in his old age, in the 
| moft diftrefsful poverty ; and, having fold his palace to 
fatisfy his creditors, left nothing behind him but his repu- 
| tation. 

| Le Sage refided ina little cottage on the borders of Pa- 
| Fi 

¢ 


ris, and fupplied the world with their moft agreeable ro- 
'mances; while he never knew what it was to pofflefs any 
| moderate degree of comfort in pecuniary matters, 


} 





——— 


A PRUDENT CHOICE. 


4 
W HEN Lovelefs married Lady Jenny, 
Whofe beauty was the ready penny ; 

‘* I chofe her,” fays he, * like old plate, 








effec than was intended ; fo that I could not help reckon- | 


Not for the fafhion, but the weight.” 
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He was arrefted during the fhort-lived tyranny of Robe. 
;' | (pierre ; and if he had perifhed on that occafion, both the 
poem and the poet would have been loft together. 


& ANECDOTES 
OF 
EMINENT PERSONS. 


MespBMOISEELES DE FERNIGSs 


"Luese two young hereines were the daughters-of a 
quarter-mafter of cavalry,.and by accompanying the French 
troops in their excurfions at the beginning of the war, at- 
tained a certain degree of attachment to military exploits, 
and even an enthufiafm againf& the common enemy. Un- 
like the ‘ maid of Orleans,’ they were dreffed in female 
attire, and pretended neither to prophecy nor revelation, 
but they headed the French troops, in 1791, with the fame 
boldnefs that the martial female aduded to, was accuftomed 
to do, two centuries before. 

Dumourier, who never let flip any occafion of infpiring 
lis army with confidence, invited thele ladies to the camp 
at Maulde, and made fuch a flattering report to the Conven- 
tion of their modefty, intrepidity, and good condué€t, that 
they received a houfe, and an adjoining piece of land, asa 
pieient from the republic. : 

On the defe€tion of this general, preferring gratitude to 
daty, and perfonal attachment to the love of their country, 
they both tock part:with him, -and were. out-lawed, 








MoxkeEau 


JF a native of Morlaix, in the ci-devant Bretanny, 29 milcs | 


diftant from Brett. 
fent to Rennes, to ftudy the law; and he who might have 
proved but an-indifferent avocat, has, at the age of 93, ac- 


guired the charaéter of a fkilful commander, 


When about 18.years of age, he was 


He firft diftinguifhed himfelf in Holland, and then ferved | 


with great éclat under Pichegru,. 


acrofs the Rhine, without the lofs of a fingle man, was, 


achieved under his aufpices. 


rifhed during the tyranny of Robefpicrre ; the fon isa zea- | 


lous republican, and fights and conquers in that caufe, 








Tue Asse ve LiLte,. 


| Es the bards of old, is at. once a poet and a mufi- 


cian : 


and, in confequence of a rare union of both. charac- 
ters, he compoled the Marfellors Hymn, which, by con- 
ne€ing his name with the hiftory of the French Revolution, 
will render it immortal, 

In addition to his other works; he has medtated:a poem 
on the ‘ Imagtnation,” for what is fingular enough, this 
has never as yet been committed to paper. The truth is, 
that the Abbé, relying on his extraordinary memory, never 


copies out. any of his verfes, until they are about to be 
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MARRIED, 

On Saturday evening the 6th ult, at Augufta (Georgia) by” 
the Rev. Mr. Boyd, Mr. James Coorer, merchant, to 
Mifs Susan Winstow, both of that place. 

On Sunday evening the a1ft ult, by the Rev, Dr, Linn, 
Mr. Nicnotas Roome, to Mifs Jemima Lewis, both 
of this city. 

By the Rev. Dr. Moore, Mr. Patrick Munn, to Mifs 
Ann Maverrex, both of this city, 

By the Rev. Dr. Moore, Capt. Woopnam, of the hhip 
Swan, to Mifs ReseceA Maverick, of this city. 

On Saturday fe’nnight, by the Rev. Dr, Fofter, Mr, 
Benjamin Girrorb, to Milfs Sarty Anpexson, both 
of this city. 

On Tuefday evening fe’nnight, Mr. Joun Locxwoon;. 
to Mrs, Saran Smitnuy, reli€t of Mr, Stephen Smith, beth 
of Norwalk, 

Same evening, by the Rev. Dr. Moore, Davin A. Oc- 
| DEN, Efg. to Mifs Resecca Epwarps, both of this city. 

On Saturday evening, by the Rev. Dr. Linn, N, Paime,, 
Efq. of Bofton, to Mifs Cornexia Sanps, daughter of¢ 





His father is faid to have pe- | 


Vhe late brilliant paffage | 


Comfort Sands, Efq. Merchant, of this city.- 








METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
Fram the 28th ult. to the 3d inf, 














THERMOMETOR Prevailing OBSERVATIONS" 
obiarved at winds: onthe WEATHER. - 
.6, 4. M. 3, P. M. 6. 3. 6. 3. 
deg. 190. deg. 100. 
May 28{ 60 €8 sw nw. | fgy.It.w.cl.hew. lg. tr, 
; 29 j- 55 71 w. sw. | clear lt.wd.de. h. wd, 
321 55 52 e. ne. jcly. It. w. r do.p. r. 
31 52 66 n. nw. |[cly.lew. clear do. 
June’ 17 59 69 nw w. | clear It. w. do. do. 
2] 59 62 nw. se. | cl. li. wd. cly. do, p. r. 
3] 59 79 s do. | cly. calm clear it. wa. 
mene 





RESULTS OF.METEOROLOGICAL: OBSERVATIONS. 


FOR MAY 1 797- 
Made in the Cupals of the Museum, by 'G. Baxer, Proprictor. 
Mean Temperature of the Thermometer at fun-rife’ 





52° 13 
Do. do. of the do. at 3 P. M. 63. 3 
Do. do. of the do. for the whole month 57 O58 
9 . Y 
Greateft monthly range between the 9d. and rath. 33 © 
Do. do. in 24 hours, between the aovh. and iiuth. 29 Oo 
Warmeft day the 11th. - 7. 0 
Coldeft day the 31. 42 Oo 


13 days it rained, and 2a uncommon quantity. has fallen. 

1g do. the wind was at the weftward of north and fouth, at both obfer.. 
12 do. the do. was to the ealtward of do. and do. 

17 do. the do. was light at both obfervations. 

odo. the do. was highat do. do, 

12 do. it was clear at do. ° do: 

7 do. it was cloudy at do. do. 


tb eee - Saige 
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1,0 days it Chundered and Lightened, in confiderable abundance. 


~ 
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A HYMN, 
COMPOSED IN A MORNING’S WALK IN MAY, 


BY THE REV. MR. TURNER. 


“T 
HESE are thy glorious works, Parent of Good ;” 

The hill, the vale, the paftures, and the wood ; 

Rich in thy bounties, in thy beauties gay, 
‘Nature falutes thy Sun’s enliv’ning ray. 

How glorious in thy ftrength he mounts the tky, 

The fpotlefs azure Heav’ns rejoice on high. 

The dewy bleffings of this morning hour, 

At thy command, the Vapours foftly fhower. 
‘How wide this arch is fpread, that bending round 
With genial influence broods o’er the teeming ground ! 


By thee, -yon lofty Mountain-rears its head : 
By thee, this hamble Valley finks its bed. 
Thefe riv’lets thine, which murmur through the mead ; 
To thee, great Source of Good, their winding channels lead. 


Call’d forth by thee, thefe Woods their leaves difplay, 
T’ enrich their verdure im the folar ray. 
Thou cloath’it each hedge and buth, each herb and plant— 
To thefe fair blooming hopes thy blefling grant! 
“Blefs thou the:tifing cern, the graffy field ; 
And Jet thy bounty .plenteous harvefts yield! 
*On thy fupplies both man and beaft attend ; 


"On th’ opening year thou fmil’ft, thy goodnéfs crowns its end. 


What various flow*ry beauties {pread the field, 
‘Which through the healthy air thetr fragrance yield! 
‘The crowfoot, daifie, cowllip’s golden hue, 

The dandelion, violet’s lovely bluc. 

‘How many more theer modeh graces hide 

in the hedge-bottom, or the thicket’s fide’! 

The primrofe, harebell, with the Rarwort fair, 

And low ground-ivy’s bloom perfume the air. 

Thefe, and each painted form that decks the land, 
Blend their unrival’d tin@ures, and confefs thy hand. 


The feather’d tribes to thee their voices raife, 
Rejoice inbeing, andwefound thy praife. 
With lab’ring wing, the dark, fearce feen on high, 
Anceffant pours his mattins through the thy. 
Perch’d on yon lofty poplar’s topmoft fpray, 
‘The fhrill thrufh welcomes the bright fource df day 
Deep in the thicket hid, the blackbird fhy, 
‘Mis mellow whiftle tunes, to aid the common joy. 


‘The wood-lark, glory of the warbling throng, 
Alternate finks, and {wells his varied fong. 
The gaudy goldfinch, linnet, white-throat fair, 
With mufical confufion load the arr. 
In deeper note the ring-dove. ’midft the groves, 
To his coy mate foft-cooing breathes his loves. 
The lift’ning {wains, through ev'ry brow and dale, 
Delighted hear, and fhout the cuckoo’s fimple tale. 


The flocks and herds, whom thou fupply’ft with food, 
Enjoying thank thee, and pronounce it good. 
The fleecy people crop the early dew; 
The tender lambs their harmlefs {ports purfue. 
The heifer’s low fills all the valleys round : 
The mimic wood-nymph propagates the found. 
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The fweet-breath’d cows the herbage greedly graze, 
The frolic calf his clumfy gambols plays. 

The faunt’ring cow-boy flowly creeps along, 

Now his clear whiftle tunes, and now his ruftic fong. 













































Thefe are thy works, O God, and thefe thy care ; 
All thefe, in feafon due, thy various bleffings fhare. 


Bleft Power! that me into exiftence drew, 
And fpread this fair creation to my view ! 
Bleft Power! that gave me eyes, and ears, and mind, 
And taught me, «in each objet, God to find ! 
Bleft be that care that guards my ev’ry day ; 
That feeds, and clothes, and guides me through my way. 
Accept my thanks for this enliv’ning hour ; 
‘This cheerful tafte of blifs, that thrills through ev’ry powe: 


Grateful would I thy prefent bleffings thare, 
And truft my whole of -being to thy future care. 


eee ae 
ee eee 


THE PROSTITUTE, 


As trav'Ilers thro’ life’sv 4 paths we go, 
What fights we pafs of wretchcnefs, and woe! 
Ah, deep, and many is the good man’s figh 
O’er thy hard fufferings, poor Humanity ! 


What form is that, which wanders up and dows, 
Some poor unfriended orphan of the town! 
Heavy indeed hath-ruthlefs forrow preft 


-Her cold hand at her miferable breaft ! 


Worn with difeafe, with not a friend to fave, 


‘Or thed a tear of pity o’er her grave; 


The fickly luftre leaves her faded eye ; 
She finks in need, in pain, and infamy ! 


Ah, happier innocent! on whofe chafte check 
The fpotlefs-rofe of virtue blufhes meek ; 
Come, fhed, in mercy fhed, a filent tear, 
O’er a loft fifter’s folitary bier ! 
She might have bloom’d, like thee, in vernal life ! 
She might have bleom’d, the fond endearing wife 
The tender daughter! but want’s chilling dew 
Blafted each fcene hope’s faithlefs pencil drew } 
No anxious friend fat weeping o’er her bed, 
Or afk’d the bleffing on her little head! 
She never knew, tho’ beauty mark’d her face, 
What beggars woman-kind of every grace! 
Neter clafp’d a mother’s knees with fond delight, 
Or lifp’d to Heaven her pray’r of peace at night! 
Alas? her helplefs childhood was confign’d, 
To the unfeeling mercy of mankind! 


*s 


EPITAPH. 


FROM THE GREEK, 


A Bloonting youth lies buried here, 
Euphemius, to his country dear : 

Nature adorn’d his mind and face, 

With every mufe and every grace ; 
Prepar’d the marriage ftate to prove, 
But Death had quicker wings than Love. 
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